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THOUGHT OF THE WEEK / WHAKATAUKI  
“Education is simply the soul of a society as it 
passes from one generation to another.” 
G.K. Chesterton 
 
TERM ONE DATES TO NOTE 

6 February Waitangi Day- school closed 

7 February 
Teacher Only Day- school closed 
for instruction 

8 February PTA Wedding Fundraiser 

13 February 
Technology Years 7 & 8 

Deep Water Pool Trip 

19 February BoT Meeting 7pm 

21 February Year 8 Sports Afternoon 

27 February Technology Years 7 & 8 

28 February Inter-school Lawn Bowls 

5 March Mobile Library (To be confirmed) 

5 or 6 March 
Mountain Schools Swimming 
Sports (To be confirmed) 

12 March 
Technology Years 7 & 8 

Deep Water Pool Trip 

19 March Inter-school Swimming Sports 

27 March Harvest Festival 

2 April Mobile Library 

3 April Inter-school Softball 

6-9 April Footsteps Dance Lessons 

8 April  End of Term Assembly 

9 April 
Technology Years 7 & 8 

Last Day of Term One 

28 April First Day of Term Two 

 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
Welcome to our 2020 school year everyone. 
I hope you have made the most of the hot, summer 
weather, our pool was well used. 
It is lovely to welcome three new staff members 
and one new student on our first day of school on 
Tuesday.  
Theresa Owen has set up Room 1 again as a 
classroom for the year 4-6 students to work in 
during the mornings.  

Regan Hoban has worked with Jessie Smith to get 
Room 2 ready for the year 7 & 8 ākonga (students) 
for the mornings, then the year 5 & 6 will join them 
for the afternoons. 
In Room 3 Emma Tylee and I will be working with 
the year 1-3 students in the mornings, then the 
year 4 will join us for the afternoon. 
We are all excited with the opportunities that 
having small class numbers in the mornings 
provides. This will be when the core subjects of 
reading, writing and maths will be taught. The 
afternoons will be for the PE, Arts, and other 
curriculum subjects.  
We also have Tash Dutra working as our Teacher 
Aide four mornings a week. She comes with a lot of 
experience working with children and motivation 
to learn more.  
Ewan Starkey 
 
CLASSROOM KŌRERO 
Classroom Kōrero will return next week. 
Newsletters will be out on Wednesdays this year. 

 
WELCOME TO OWHANGO SCHOOL 

 
   Juan Dutra started school today.  

 
SWIMMING EVERY DAY 
Please ensure that your child/ren bring their togs 
everyday so that they can participate in our 
swimming lessons.  

http://www.owhangoschool.co.nz/


FRIDAY GOLF 
This will be commencing on Friday 14th Feb with 
Roy Frampton for a team of 12 pupils at the 
Taumarunui Golf Club. A permission form will be 
sent out on Monday.  
 

 
Welcome to our new staff members: Tash Dutra, 
Theresa Owen, Emma Tylee and Regan Hoban.  
 
PTA WEDDING FUNDRAISER 
On Saturday the PTA is co-ordinating the food for a 
wedding in the Owhango Hall. If you are able to 
help, please contact Cara O’Donnell 027 288 7833 
 
TAUMARUNUI NETBALL AGM 
Being held on 24TH February 6pm 
Executive Committee Nominations to be in by  
17th February 12pm email to 
taumarunui.netball@gmail.com for nomination 
forms 
All Delegate Attendees names and email 
addresses are to be forwarded to 
taumarunui.netball@gmail.com by 17th February 
12pm. All delegates must attend. 
2020 General meeting dates set for 
27 April 6pm 
10 August 6pm 
All at the Taumarunui Netball Centre. 
 
Primary/Senior Grading day - 7 March 2020. 
Playing dates start from 14 March 2020. 
 
Future Ferns start date Wednesday 4-5pm 29 April 
2020. 
 
Registrations to be in by AGM 24th February 2020 
Fees Structure: 
Primary $350.00 incl building levy 
Secondary $500.00 incl building levy 
Fees to be paid by 8th April 2020 
If you are interested in playing Netball this year, 
please register your interest at the School Office 
asap and return the slip below. 

CLEANER REQUIRED 
With regret we have accepted Toni Thatcher’s 
resignation as our school cleaner. If you are 
interested in applying for this position, please 
contact Ewan Starkey at school.  
 
DEEP WATER EXPERIENCE 
This year we will have two trips to the Trust 
Waikato indoor pool at Taumarunui High School, to 
give competent swimmers some lessons for the 
swimming sports and so we can work out what 
events to enter them into. These will be in the 
afternoon on technology days so that the year 7 & 
8 children can go straight to the pool after 
technology, then catch the bus back to school after 
the swimming lesson. Kaitieke pupils and teachers 
will be joining us in these trips. We will also take 
year 5 & 6 children who are able to swim a length 
of our school pool (or a width of the town pool) 
using the correct breathing technique and without 
needing to put their feet down. Children who show 
that they can do this will be taking a permission slip 
home this week to attend this trip. 
We will need help with transport to get the year 5 
& 6 pupils to and from the pool for this. Please fill 
in the form if you can assist.  

 

CORONAVIRUS- A MESSAGE FROM THE 
SECRETARY OF EDUCATION  
 

Tēnā koutou 
As you will have seen in the media the 
situation is rapidly evolving internationally 
concerning the coronavirus. 
This is a new virus and its specific nature is 
currently unclear, however it appears that you 
can have the virus at an early stage and not be 
showing any symptoms.  This incubation 
period is currently considered to be 14 days.  
Children and young people are currently 
returning to classrooms.  The health of 
students and staff is a priority for all.  I 
encourage you to err on the side of caution 
and here are some steps you can take. 

• As always anyone who is unwell 
should not be at school or at their early 
learning service. If you have a particular 
concern about any child, student or staff 
member, please urge parents or the staff 
member to contact Healthline at 0800 611 
116 or their GP for medical advice. Healthline 
has translators and interpreters available 24/7 

mailto:taumarunui.netball@gmail.com
mailto:taumarunui.netball@gmail.com


 

in 150 languages and they do have Mandarin 
and Cantonese speaking staff available. 

• If a student still attends school while 
showing symptoms the Principal of 
a state school can preclude them if 
they believe on reasonable grounds 
they may have a communicable 
disease (Section 19 Education Act). 
The student has to stay away for the 
infectious period of the specific 
disease. For private schools, Section 
19 of the Education Act does not 
apply.  Principals can request that a 
student with an infectious disease or 
is suspected of having an infectious 
disease, does not attend. 

• You can request that a staff member 
with an infectious disease or is 
suspected of having an infectious 
disease, does not attend. 

• For any staff member or student who 
may be at high risk of exposure 
because they have recently been 
to China or have been in close 
contact with someone confirmed 
with the virus, I encourage you to 
ask that the staff member or 
parent/caregiver of the student 
delay the start of their school year 
for 14 days and voluntarily stay 
away.  

• If you haven’t already done so you 
need to contact your parent 
communities to share this and any 
relevant information. Please keep 
an eye on our website, as we will 
be updating this as new 
information is received. 

Iona Holsted 
Secretary for Education 

 

SUNHATS 
This is a gentle reminder that the children must 
wear a bucket hat (one with a brim all the way 
around) in the school navy blue colour during the 
summer. We have a white pen at school to name 
the inside of these to avoid any confusion. No hat: 
no play rule is being enforced.  
 
VEGETABLE GARDEN- Come and get it 
Please come and help yourselves. 
We have courgettes and other vegetables ready. 

 
2020 TERM DATES & TEACHER ONLY DAYS 
Term 1 Tues 4th Feb to Fri 9th Apr 
Teacher Only Day- 7th Feb (giving you a long 
weekend with Waitangi Day) 
Term Two Tues 28th April to Fri 3rd July 
Term Three Mon 20th July to Fri 25 Sept 
Term Four Mon 12th Oct to Wed 16th Dec 
Teacher Only Day- Fri 23rd Oct (giving you a long 
weekend with Labour Day) 
 
THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS FOR THIS YEAR: 

Milk in Schools: Fonterra 
Our Duffy Books in Schools sponsors:    
Midwest Helicopters, DG Brown Contracting, 
Doyle Valuations, B & C O’Donnell, Owhango 
Motors.  

 

 

 

PAYING BY INTERNET BANKING DETAILS: 
Stationery/sports/trip fees: 03 0426 0141783 00 
Uniform purchases: 03 0426 0141783 03 
PTA: 030 426 0156205 00  

https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=29eeb2b7d9&e=c106696234
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=29eeb2b7d9&e=c106696234


 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
      NETBALL 2020 

 
Family name ____________ 
 
My child / ren  ____________________________________  would like to play netball this year. 
 
Year level____________________ 
 
I am able to coach/ or manage a team  YES  /  NO 
 
Signed  _____________________ 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 


