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THOUGHT OF THE WEEK / WHAKATAUKI 
“He who is good at making excuses is seldom 
good at anything else.” 
Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790)  
 
TERM TWO DATES TO NOTE 

6 June Last gym session 

8 June 
Royal Jelly Show 2pm 
Whaea Kathy’s Last Day 

11 June Whaea Lisa Jaggi starts 

13 June Technology Challenge 

14 June Technology 

15 June 
Dress Up- Book Character Day 

Electronics Day 

22 June Whaea Lisa Jaggi finishes 

25 June Whaea Grace Returns 

27 June Reports out 

28 June 
Last music lesson 

BoT Meeting 

3 July Teacher-Parent Conferences 

5-6 July Life Education (Harold’s) Truck 

6 July Last day of term- mufti 

 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
It has been a week of finishing off a couple of 
projects. On Friday, the children who did not 
attend the Waimarino Tough Kid Challenge 
helped to paint our new ball wall. This has been 
an ongoing project with the preparation of the 
wall being done in our working bee last term, the 
design challenge also done last term (won by 
Millie Frampton). We bought the paint earlier this 
term and were waiting for the weather to allow 
us to get the final painting done. However it is 
still not completed as we need to put some 
numbers onto the wall as per Millie’s design (see 
the photos below).  
The second project completed was getting our 
trampoline in place- see the article below on this. 

Again I must thank all in the community 
(including the kids) who have helped to bring 
these projects to fruition.   

 
Millie’s original design 
 

 
The completed wall (the numbers are still to be 
put on- and Millie has revisited her design and 
decided it would look better without the faces). 
 

 
Jorja Higgie, Kalibb Woolley and Lane O’Donnell 
busy painting the first coat. 

http://www.owhangoschool.co.nz/


 
Dansey Simm, Nairin Higgie, Breanna Goodwin  
& Pippa O’Donnell work on the top coat. 
 
CLASSROOM KORERO-The Middle Room. 
 Term Two is certainly flying by. It has been 
business as usual in Room 1. The students have 
been working hard on spelling, reading, and 
writing. In writing we have been trying to get 
better at shaping our writing into paragraphs. We 
have also been trying to use effective words and 
phrases at the beginning of sentences that link 
our ideas together. These include the following; 
first, next, after, later, when, it wasn’t long 
before, in a while, suddenly, and all of a sudden. 
We have two topics for mathematics. One is 
multiplication and division, and the other is 
geometry. In art, both Whaea Lisa, and Whaea 
Kathy have been working on pencil sketching, 
shading, and tonal shading, which includes using 
different pressures to get a gradual change to 
lighter or darker or any way in between! 
We linked the visit to Waitomo Caves earlier in 
the term to do some science follow up on how 
structures like a sink hole, a tomo, a stalagmite, a 
stalactite, and how a column are formed. We 
learned a lot of interesting facts about how the 
large caves themselves are formed, and how 
some interesting skeletons of moa, bats, huia, 
and other birds have been found in them. Seeing 
the glow worms was the favourite part of the 
trip. We talked about their life cycle, how they 
trap their prey, and the fact that they are both a 
carnivore and a cannibal! Yes, glow worms can 
eat each other!  
Shiah both impressed and surprised us one 
morning by bringing in a model of a sink hole that 
she had made completely by herself!  
Whaea Kathy Forster 

 
Shiah Gavegan’s model of a sink hole 
 
WHAEA KATHY LEAVING MORNING TEA. 
We will sadly be saying goodbye to Whaea Kathy 
Forster, Room 1 teacher on Friday 8 June. Please 
bring a plate for morning tea to share. 
 
ROYAL JELLY SHOW 
This travelling show is visiting our school on 
Friday at 2pm. You are all welcome to attend. 
Cost is $4 per person. A big thank you to our 
magnificent PTA who are covering this cost, 
therefore making it free for Owhango students to 
attend.  Here is a synopsis of the show: 
“There’s trouble in the bee hive: a tyrannical Queen, 
exhausted workers, no royal jelly! Enter a human 
environmentalist aged 11 who wants to save the 
world – a funny, informative and visually beautiful 
show.” 
 
SCHOLASTIC ISSUE #4 
Orders are due back to school by 27 June please.  
Or you may wish to order online at www. 
bookclub.scholastic.co.nz 
 
T42 PROFIT 
We have been informed that our school’s share 
of the money raised from the T42 event is 
$1698.80! Thanks to everyone who helped by 
working at this event and making it such a 
success; it was a real team effort. This money 
goes into the PTA account to support things like 
the Royal Jelly Show, our Waitomo Trip, new gym 
mats and skiing next term.  
 
MUSIC LESSONS CONTINUE ON THURSDAYS 
We continue to have weekly instrument playing 
lessons on Thursday afternoons. Please 
remember to bring your guitars, recorders and 
keyboards along. It is pleasing to see the progress 
the children have made already. Remember, the 
more you practise the better you get.  
 
 



COATS OR JACKETS AT SCHOOL EVERYDAY 
Now that we are into the winter weather it is 
important that the children bring a coat or jacket 
to school every day. This is because we often 
take the children down to the Owhango Hall for 
P.E, drama or other activities, even if it is raining. 
If it is not raining we expect them to be outside 
playing at playtime and lunchtime, even when 
that cold southerly is blowing; with a jacket or 
coat on they will stay warm. Thank you for your 
support with this.  
 
WAIMARINO TOUGH KID 
We had our biggest team to enter this event last 
Friday and everyone reported that it was a neat 
day. Thanks to all of the parents who provided 
transport and support to our team.  
Congratulations to Tia Lord who came 3rd in the 
Yr 7&8 girls category. 
See the photos below (there are more photos on 
our Facebook page). 

 
Jessica Ashcroft, Cailin Owen, Libby Hoban & 
Lewis Wheeler showing what team-work is all 
about 
 

 
Renee Kieselbach; determination 

 
Jack Owen negotiates the silage bales 
 

 
Lewis Wheeler on the long slide 
 
OUR NEW TRAMPOLINE 
Tia Lord and Jesse Weir earlier this year asked if 
we could get a trampoline. It was a timely 
request as the staff were trying to decide how to 
spent some money given to the school by the 
former Owhango Rugby Club- residual money left 
over with the closing of the club. We wanted to 
put it into something sporty, something that 
would give the children a new experience at 
school. A trampoline fitted this criteria perfectly. 
We looked for the biggest one we could find and 
asked around for which brands have a good 
reputation for being well built and supported 
with spare parts.  
On Queens Birthday Monday, Matt Simm brought 
his digger and trusty helper Pete Kieselbach, Willy 
O’Donnell his tractor and trailer to take away the 
dirt and get to work making a very large hole in 
the ground. After a few little dramas, (ask Willy) 
and some help from Matt Lord and a bunch of 
girls from school, we finally got the tramp safely 
in the ground. Thanks to all of you for helping 
with this job. See the photos below. 



 
Matt Simm breaks the ground. 

 
Pete Kieselbach tidies up. 
 

 
Renee Kieselbach & Dansey Simm get the first 
turns, after me of course! 
 
TARANAKI TRIP 
What an amazing Senior Class Camp! 
We were lucky enough to travel to New Plymouth 
and spend 5 days (4 nights) at Fookes Pavilion 
accommodation, at New Plymouth Boys High 
School. We also ate breakfast and had dinner 
there every night which was so yummy, easy and 

organised (thanks for the hook up Debbie 
Edhouse!). 
Monday, day one, saw a very rainy morning in 
Owhango and some very excited children. We 
hired vans from Raetihi and Cara, Pete and Aaron 
were our drivers. Nick also brought his vehicle 
and took some of the boys in his car (what a 
trooper!). 
Here is just a few of the fabulous things we did in 
Taranaki: 

 Visiting Ms Cookson at her beautiful new 

school in Mokau 

 Todd Energy Aquatic Centre – Hydro slides 

(it was so much fun we went twice) 

 Bike ride along the Coastal Walkway 

(15km in total) 

 Pukeariki museum – Permian monsters 

(monsters before the dinosaurs) / 

creativity and innovation workshops 

(learnt about Taranaki inventors) / 

Parihaka study 

 Len Lye Centre / Govett Brewster Art 

Gallery – Art lessons (Studied art that 

moves / made some clay Maori 

instruments / learnt about Puanga – 

Taranaki’s version of Matariki) 

 Observatory (we saw thunder, lightning  

but no stars… but was still very 

interesting) 

 Fun Ho! Toys (Old fashioned kiwi toys, 

made in Inglewood) 

 Brooklands Zoo (sun, rain, hail and 

monkeys!) 

 Bowlarama (who was the winner, Pete 

Kieselbach or Aaron Owen?) 

 Megabounce (Mrs Smith did multiple flips 

into the sponge pit – the kids were well 

impressed!) 

 Pioneer Village (we dressed up in olden-

day clothes and realised it’s much easier 

to be a school kid … and a female teacher, 

nowadays!) 

I was so proud of our Owhango students, 
representing their school and their whanau with 
pride and great behaviour. I have such an 
amazing class! 
A massive thank you to all those fabulous parents 
and whanau members that helped with the 



fundraising and made this camp happen. Thank 
you also to Jodie Watts and Aaron Owen who 
travelled with me to Raetihi to collect and drop 
off the vans (even in a snow blizzard on Friday 
night!) 
And finally, a ginormous THANK YOU to the 5 
amazing parents that accompanied us on camp. 
You each offered different skills and were all so 
supportive throughout the whole trip: Aaron 
Owen, Cara O’Donnell, Pete Kieselbach, Melissa 
Brown and Nick Gunton. I’m very grateful to you 
all, as I know our kids are also. Thank you again. 
Naku noa, 
Jessie Smith 
 

 
 

 
 
 
PAYING BY INTERNET BANKING  

Stationery & sports fees to  
Westpac 030 426 0141783 00 
Uniform costs to Westpac 030 426 0141783 03 
PTA Westpac 030 426 0156205 0 

 
 
 

PROJECT ENERGIZE. 

 
 
HOCKEY 
Draw Wednesday 6 June –  
4.50pm OWH – NPS #2 
 
MINIBALL BASKETBALL 
Round One, Week Four, Friday 8 June 
5.05pm Ct 2: Owhango v NVS Knights 
 
NETBALL – Draw 9 June 
9am Ct 4  Country v.  Tarrangower Taniwha 
10am Ct 4 Owhango Rockers v. Manunui 
Panthers 
 
SCHOOL SIGN GETS A BEAUTY TREATMENT. 
Our thanks to Laurie Bryan who recently took our 
school sign home to re do the paint and stain. 

 
 
 

Thanks to our sponsors for this year: 
DG & R Brown Contracting,  Midwest 
Helicopters, Doyle Valuations, B & C O’Donnell, 
Farmlands, Ruapehu Alpine Lifts, Forgotten World 
Adventures, Wood Pigeon Lodge, Ravensdown, 
Deosan, Farm Source,  Mike Walsh Sculptures 

 


